
Inspection of Appledore Private Day 
Nursery Ltd
11 Rock Street, Egerton House, Oldham, Lancshire OL1 3US

Inspection date: 8 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are deeply nurtured and cared for by dedicated and exceptional staff in 
this inclusive setting. Staff know children extremely well. They adapt their 
interactions and routines to ensure those children who need extra support or who 
are new receive one-to-one attention from staff to swiftly help them form strong 
attachments. Children show that they feel very loved and secure as they snuggle 
up to staff who read them their chosen stories. 

Staff have increased children's access to the outdoor environment and physical 
activity over recent years. This has had a very positive impact on children's ability 
to regulate their emotions, settle and concentrate for longer periods of time. 
Children thrive with rich experiences that help them to learn about the world 
around them. For instance, children enjoy looking at the birds in the mini forest. 
Practitioners skilfully support children to identify new birds, and children excitedly 
tell the practitioners, 'I see a robin flying to town.' Children's enthusiasm for 
learning is infectious. All children make excellent progress from their starting 
points. 

Staff are exceptional role models. They are remarkable at supporting children to 
understand and manage their emotions and to learn how to show respect for 
others using impeccable manners. Behaviour is exemplary. This results in a 
harmonious, inclusive environment where all children are confident, independent 
learners ready to explore the world.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership team is dedicated to driving excellence in the nursery. Since the 
last inspection, it has implemented an exceptional curriculum that purposefully 
enhances children's physical development. Staff create outstanding opportunities 
for children to develop physical skills indoors and outdoors, regardless of the 
weather. For example, qualified forest school leaders teach older children to 
assess risks, such as navigating icy slopes in the forest. Parachute games build 
upper body strength, while indoor structures challenge younger children and 
babies to explore, balance and climb. Consequently, children exhibit remarkable 
core strength, coordination, agility and self-confidence.

n Support for children's communication and language is exemplary. Staff engage in 
high-quality interactions, such as lying down next to the children to connect with 
them at their level. They narrate activities and introduce new vocabulary, such 
as 'chamomile tea' during outdoor snack times or reciting phrases like 'swishy, 
swashy' during stories. These techniques support children to become articulate 
and confident communicators.

n Children's independence flourishes through thoughtfully designed routines. Staff 
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know each child exceptionally well, encouraging them to take responsibility. For 
instance, children practise putting on wetsuits and boots for forest activities. 
During meals, older children set tables, while younger children are encouraged 
to progress from using spoons to mastering knives and forks. These 
achievements instil pride and equip children with essential life skills.

n Staff show great respect towards children and value their opinions and thoughts. 
Strong modelling from staff with constant encouragement helps children take a 
lead in their learning. For example, younger children select songs for group 
activities, while pre-schoolers contribute to the forest school committee. Their 
input has led to projects like bug hotels and allotment areas. Children's sense of 
community is outstanding.

n The nursery celebrates diversity, promoting an appreciation of each child's 
uniqueness within the wider community. Staff inspire parents to ignite children's 
love of books through the multicultural lending library. Children learn about their 
friend's home language as parents come to the nursery to read stories to 
children or share cultural festivals and traditions. Children are developing a 
strong awareness of the wider community.

n Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) is 
outstanding. Staff ensure that activities are inclusive for everyone. Staff use 
meticulous assessments to identify needs early and access external expertise 
swiftly. Specialised training equips staff to support children in managing 
emotions and sensory needs. Calming spaces and sensory tools enable children 
to self-regulate their own feelings and behaviours well. Staff share strategies and 
resources with parents so that the children can make the best possible progress.

n Partnerships with parents are excellent. Leaders collaborate closely with families 
to help children reach their full potential. Workshops and guidance on topics like 
weaning, boundaries and bedtime routines enhance parental support. Parents 
commend the care and progress their children achieve, particularly in 
communication and physical skills. They describe staff as inspirational and going 
above and beyond to support their children's success.

n Leaders have established a robust system for training and coaching staff, 
ensuring continuous improvement. They identify areas for growth and value 
feedback from children, parents and professionals. Staff morale and commitment 
to their roles are high, as staff know their value as part of the team. This means 
that children benefit from consistently strong teaching by motivated and skilled 
staff and make excellent progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY482262

Local authority Oldham

Inspection number 10367686

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 8

Total number of places 72

Number of children on roll 59

Name of registered person Appledore Private Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534041

Telephone number 0161 652 3074

Date of previous inspection 19 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

Appledore Private Day Nursery Ltd registered in 2014. The nursery is in receipt of 
funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, three and 
four years. It operates from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, for 51 weeks of the 
year. There are 13 members of staff employed to work with the children. Of these, 
12 hold childcare qualifications from level 2 to level 6. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sheron Kantor
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a physical development activity 

with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of practitioners working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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